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Course Objectives 

This course aims to analyze Central Asia and the Caspian Sea Region (CSR) both 

from historical (pre-Soviet and Soviet) and recent (post-Soviet) perspectives. In the 

introductory part of the course, general geographical conditions will be discussed, 

then some of the most important historical developments that affected the region will 

be examined. The course will explore some major security challenges in Central Asia 

and CSR, and the role of key regional powers and international actors in shaping the 

geopolitics and security milieu of the region. By focusing on some major ethnic and 

social conflicts in specific states, analyzing the shared traits as well as divergences 

in political processes across the region, it will identify some fundamental shifts taking 

place in the region. It will begin with exploring the historical debates on the 

geopolitical importance of the broader region, including Central Asia and CSR (the 

‘Great Game’ perspective), analyzing the effects of its isolation during the Soviet 

years, and highlighting the new strategic salience of the region. It will explore the 

centrality of oil and energy resources in shaping cooperation and competition among 

the states in the region, as well as the engagement of international actors (Russia, 

China, the EU, and the US in particular) in the region. The likely impact of BRI and 

CPEC on Central Asia and CSR’s strategic dynamics shall be exclusively analyzed. 

Learning Outcomes: 

 A general familiarization with the region, its geography, history, politics etc.  

 A competent knowledge of how the local context, Russian and Soviet legacy 

coupled with international actors are defining the geopolitics, energy security, 

conflicts, and overall security framework in Central Asia  and CSR. 

 A critical understanding of processes driving regional cooperation or 

hampering it. 

 An understanding of the impact of transient world system on the region. 

 A reasonable prediction of the future trends of security issues of the region, 

based on analysis of historical and current dynamics.  



 

Course Contents  

 Historical Background. 

 Geo strategic significance. 

 Great Powers’ interests. 

 Regional and peripheral players.  

 Geopolitics: Old and New (‘Great Game’ vs ‘New Great Game’). 

 Energy Security matrix. 

 Impact of BRI on the region. 

 CPEC and CARs. 

 Internal and external security challenges. 

 Opportunities for the region. 

 Regional Arrangements: AIOC, CIS, CSTO, SCO, ECO etc. 

 The future. 

  

Nature of Assessment 

Nature of 

Examination 

Duration Frequency Weighting 

(%age) 

End semester 

examination 

3 hours 1 30 – 50 

Mid Term 2 hours 1 15 – 25 

Quizzes - Minimum: 3 05 – 15 

Class 

Participation 

- - 0 – 5* 

Assignments / 

Project(s) / Case 

Studies 

Own time - 10 – 40 

*Shall be allocated only if there are no case studies. 
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